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teenth century.   The Government  is   the  great landowner.
The " proprietors " of land realise the profits of their home farms and also receive the rents from the tenants of the other village lands; and out of these profits and rents they pay to Government as revenue a sum fixed from time to time on well-understood principles, retaining the balance as their own. Many of the tenants again have certain rights of transfer, which give their lands a marketable value* It is clear that this system has two great advantages. It gives the landlord an interest in the prosperity of his tenants ; for he cannot pay his revenue unless they can pay their rents. It also gives the Government a direct interest in the prosperity of both landlords and tenants, on which the realisation of the assessed revenue depends. When agricultural trouble comes, the tenants look to the landlord, and both look to the Government, for sympathy and necessary assistance. This is the natural working of the system. I have seen it in the Central Provinces ; and I have seen the other system of a permanent settlement, in which the payments to Government have no real relation to present conditions : there can be no doubt that under the latter system there is no such bond of intimacy and sympathy between the Government and the people as under the former.
Now when the famine came in the Central Provinces, the severest famine in all our history, apart from the relief works and other measures for the feeding of the people, it was necessary to take steps to help the agricultural community through the unparalleled crisis. Among these jneasures were the grant of 44 takavi " loans and the remission of revenue. The loans were given to Malguzars and ryots who needed them to enable them to purchase seed and carry through their agricultural work. The remission of revenue meant that the Government not only suspended, but actually wrote off revenue which the failure of the crops rendered it impossible for the Malguzars to pay. It was at once seen that the interests of the people and of the Government alike demanded that this liberality on the part of Government necessitated similar liberality on the part